Madeline Hunter’s String of Pearls
The following graphic depicts Madeline Hunter’s lesson sequence: linking to prior knowledge, providing students with the directions of the lesson, making sure students understand what was discussed or presented, demonstrating the knowledge or skill to be taught, watching student responses, students practicing what was taught, and then students applying the taught knowledge or skills.

Figure 8.2 – Madeline Hunter’s String of Pearls. Adapted from Mastery Teaching (2004).

Providing students with the direction of the lesson


Making sure students understand what was discussed or presented 


Linking to prior knowledge (through discussion or an activity) that sets the stage and gets the students excited about learning


Demonstrating the knowledge or skill to be taught so they get it “right” the first time


Watching student responses, asking questions, observing responses to see whether or not students understand the concepts presented


Practicing by the students of what was just taught, with individual and group feedback by the teacher. Are they able to replicate what the teacher wanted them to do?


Applying the knowledge or skills taught “by themselves” with feedback coming later during class or after a home





